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Saturday, May 16th 20090n this single weekend, we invite you to focus all of that incredible resoursefulness, love,
and creativity ito planning an event, large or small, that visilp us raise awareness and funds for our schoat.
goal is to create a reserve in our bank account so that bills can be paid on time despite school fees being in shortfa
We've had several months in the past where our shortfall has not been met withtithns. In these cases, the
teachers agreed to a fraction of their R500/$58/£39 monthly pay, so that we could at leastgegnt on the
school buildingThe fundraising you do this month will give us some security to get us just ahead of the game on our
operating costs, instead of always lagging behind in debt. We hope that as our monthly sponsorship program gains
momentum, we'll have a reliable income tiwake up the shortfall, but this month we need your help to fundraise.

25008 4SSy SElFYLXSa 2F ol1S artsSa FyR 6220 altsSaz L
carwashes, scavenger hunts, dinners, theatre performances and singhgstréets. You name it, there are a

million and one ways to let people know about our school, and we ask you to put your head together with a few
FNASYRA (KA&a Y2yiK G2 LXFYy a2YSGKAY3 6 yelKAsyadadiog | 0
how simpleideas often work best, and how grateful folks are to learn about such a beautiful project (that YOU have
a personal connection to) happening on the other side of the world.

2§ Qatté&cheda posterfor youto fill in with your
S§PSy(iQa AT 20NddzGR 2ty S | y &
AYF2NXYIEGA2YE ARSIFA&ASZ 2NJ NBa
to ask.

L¥ @2dz2QNB o6dzaeé GKFG RFEFexX ¥
weekend. Whenever and whatever you do though, be
sure to tale plenty of photos, and send them to us so

we can brag about you in the next issue!!

CKIFyla F2N) &2dzNJ KSf LIz OlFyQ
up with!
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Lumka and Disco Attend the

National Waldorf Conference 2009!

, Ol EA6O AgPAOEAT AA

The conference was so amazing, it was very, very Weearrived on
Sunday afternoon, got our files, had a dinner and after that we went to
the hall to attend lectures. By being there we gained so much about .
being a teacher. We attéhS R (1 KOR YHFHRRIST OS | & | Hiz&kthQdk) SLNIRA (rightisinging

workshop with Bernard Hurner. This session was so tough and strong
and really made you think. We were always the first people to reach the class as we did not want to miss even one
thing. It was like being at schoayain, there was so much to learn.

¢tKS 20KSNJ aSaarzy 4S5

FGGSYRSR ¢l a WEtAIKG FyR O2f 2 dzN

know how to handle a classroom, how to deal with the children and how to do a lesson plan and thdtk Wiis
conference has made a change in my life from now and into the future. | am proud of who | am.

Lumka Ngxokile

Sindie with students
Class Teacher: Grade 4/5

3ET AEI A6O A@DPAOEAT AA

During the Easter Holdays | attended a teachers conference in

Durban.The conference was well organized and was hosted by
Roseway Waldorf School. From the conference | have gained a

lot of experience and more understanding about the Waldorf
Schooals.

What inspired me was this new way of teaching children i.e.
the combinationof information from the books you read as a
teacher, with the experience you get from the world and in the
life we are living on a daily basihe teacher then can change
the way of teaching from these influences and from using their
intuition.

LOVE: The teachers need to put love up front before
everything elseSevere punishment to the children is not a
solution at all. Insteadbserving children and identifying their
potential and skills from differerdctivities, will help them to
move forward in the best way. Teachers should have
enthusiasm in their teaching and establish a good connection
and cceoperation with children.

| wish all South African teachers could practice this new way of
teaching, evenn government schools. | love this new way of
teaching!

Sindile Joel Nogwina
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3AT AEOExAGO 30I
By Pippa Colebourne

Sandisiwe started here at Sisonke School in January
2009. The interview that we did with her and her
mother in December was one of the most emotional
interviews | have ever had to do.

Her mother came with a letter from social services to
explain that Sandisiwe was a childith special

emotional needs who had suffered a great deal of
trauma. Sandisiwe was very quiet and reserved and
was unable at first to make eye contact with me. Her
mother explained that during her school life she had
been bullied terribly by both childreand teachers.

Sandisiwe is a 12 year old girl who i
very advanced in her physics
development. However he
emotional development is similar td
that of a 9 year old. She suffers wit
a lot of physical ailments such 3
nose bleeds, headaches a
earachegrobably brought on by the
trauma she has suffered. My hea
went out to her as she sat therg®
curled up into herself barel
engaging in the world around he
Her mother, Thobeka said she h:
chosen to bring her here to Sisonk
School as she had heard thae are
nice to children and take very goo
care of them. Thobeka said that

Sandisiwe was her greatest concern and
she wanted a place for her to be protected
and loved. Thobeka explained to us that she has HIV
and is very worried about dying and leaving &anve

Sandiswe,

~ ~

ou

Now approaching the end of our first term Sandisiwe
is a different child. She is confident, happy and has the
spark back in her eyes. She was nominated as the
class leader and she shows a great deal of
responsibility and care for her class mates. Just
recently the children were asked to tell the stories of
their lives and then write about it in the form of a
YSGALI LISNI F NITAOE S ¢2 S@S
was the first to volunteer to tell her storfpuring the
next hour she recounted her story to the whole class
who listened intently as she described the pain and ill
treatment she had suffered. Her teacher, Sindile
Nogwina, said that the class were moved in a way he
had never seen before. They gave
condolences and words  of
encouragement to  Sandisiwe
without being prompted. By the
end of the lesson the children had
decided that they wanted to do
something special for Sandisiwe.
They decided to put some money
together to buy her a present. Then
they waned to go for a day nice
out and give her this present. They
said it was for Sandisiwe to heal the
hurt of the past and look forward to
a bright future.

Sandisiwe is part of a family here
and as time goes hope on, we are
confident that love will continued
heal and security will give her the
confidence to develop into a sedfssured

happy young lady.

age 12

G2 FL0O08 GKS s2NIR 2y KSNIVEFP lgokigy for gponsotship, fqy Sandisiwg a5 hey 5
oloeé aKS aFAR aoSTa2NB L MYhgrisgay ajle to gontgoyte apmall amaugt eaghs
KFEILLkéod L G221 K2fR 27F { |-”\?’ﬁ‘)\é)\ééga KFEyR FyR 3Syif
told that we would take good care of her here and

GKFd &aKS R2SayQi SOSN) ySSR (2 06S IFFNIAR 2F aOK22f
again. For the first time during the interview

Sandisiwe looked up and made eye contact and in % T—

that moment every struggle and difficulty we had LT &82dz 62df R tA1S G2

been through to keep this school going was
worthwhile. As we finished the interview her mother
al AR & (Got §6n this séhaol, today you have
IAPSY YS K2LIS¢ @

. school fees please email the school at
' sisonke.school@yahoo.cont
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57 A1 Al o0& wicii Slsonke Philosophy 101:
in its purestform. It is learning Bl’inging Llfe into Education

to think, to feel and to act

appropriately, completelyand -\ - 5 5 5 4,85 58 SELX 2NBR a2YS 2F GKS |
with conscience. Of course, the

learning of specific knowledge particularly how they relat,ed to the 'Eeacklings of th% e\ustrian scholar, RquAIoIf
is a part of Waldorf Education ~ Steiner.¢ KAa Y2y uKZ ¢S 02 ya WNRAYNIA{yAFa YA FSQ aA
as well, the facts and figures, and find out how Sisonke teachers are integrating elements of many philosophies,
dates mathematical processes, to form a holistic education styl@hough we struggle financially we are blessed

verh-conjugations, physical with a multitude ofA RS a4 +FyR @FfSyia SyNRKROKAYST
S, The difference is that volunteers that visit us from around the globe, and in the honoring of our African
these things are taught in a heritage

manner that requires true

TR HSNB +Fd {A&a2y18 {OK22fsx 68 LAY (2- RS!

memorization. The student . . . . . o

. . life, handson involvement in the exploration of new skillsnagination and

listens in class and then L ) . ) i } )
curiosity are not killed with facts but are enlivened with stories, art, music and

recreates the lessons while
writing them, illustrating them the natural phenomena of the world. Children are given a sense that there is in

and absorbing them that fact meaning in the world.
evening. The student
participates in handson It is a sad fact that far too often in
demonstrations of the Education, children are taught C d
principles of physics, chemistry, exclusively through worksheets ani _
woodworking, weaving and textbooks.At Sisonke we have little use FelEme ot FwilHorget
astronomy. She is asked to Show me, and | may remember
: . : for worksheets, and textbooks are use :
experience life and learning v by the teachers to give them id Involve me, and | will understand
through all her senses and only Dy the teachers 1o glve em i (.aa
facultiess & for lesson content. This was at firs ~Confucius~
_ daunting for the teachers who had onl
-Rachel Blackmer, High experienced teaching methods tha. b a

Mowing Waldorf School,Cape

— : relied on the handing out of
Wildlife Center Director

worksheets. During their training, theachers were shown how to use games to
P, (SI0OK alGKa FYR 9y3dfAAKI K2g ald2NR 0
The important thing is learning  development and how art, music and poetry could bring a subject to life.
to learn, so that, howeverold 9 @SNE2y S ¢ G OKSR (GKS OKAf RNE ghthdsiastiNE 3
one s, one canremain, Upto towards learning was bursting out of them and the progress they made during
== %‘ « Oi& == A AO T the year was outstanding. When we took enrolments from new parents this year
OOOAAT O T £ 1 EA : .
. : we asked them how they found out about Sisonke School. Most of them said they
important that we discoveran )
SotUcaioiaEmetioduhere saw childrenaround town that stood out from the others and when they asked
people can learn how to learn,  them which school they came from it was Sisonke. What we are doing here at
to go on learning from life their ~ Sisonke School is resonating with local people and they are noticing for

whole life long. themselves that something important and diféat is happening here.
- Rudolf Steiner

GLAATAOF &aA@Agl y3A2R2yR2t2¢ A& | FlLY
AYLRNIFYOS 2F GNEBAY3 (GKAYy3Ia F2N e82dz2NESE Fod LGA RANBC
a2YS2ySQa 42 NFiukeTs2dddp, uude yaiirkstick to tiykfdB yourself. Teachers at Sisonke School do not
simply tell the children information about the world, they awaken in them the faculties for learning and encourage
them to try things out for themselves. Although dauntedtihe beginning about not relying on workbooks to hand
out to children, the teachers have now found confidence in this new approach and in themselves as inspiration:
teachers.
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Volunteer Spotlight

Teneille Thompson, a Personal Assistant from Sydney,
Australia, recently volunteered at Sisonke School and wrote
in to the newsletter to share her experience:

L KI @S 2dzad NBOSyidfée | NNAGS
in Port St Johns, with most of that time spent at Sisonke
school.l taught a few classespoked with the preschoolers,

ran the tuck shop and just simply enjoyed the company of an
inspiring group of teachers and students.

It is difficult to put such an amazing, life changing experience
Teneille Thompson and the boys into words.The kids at Sisonke school are like no other kids
@ 2dzQ@S $heysaNallss flulidef life and so eager to
learn and you can tell they truly love their school. The teachers are passionate, caring and wonderful at what they
do! | loved learning aboutS ARSI & 2F 2 f R2NF 9RdzOI A2y YR GKAY]
drawings, songs and dances that are used to teach the children makes school both enjoyable and worthwhile for
everyone.

| am so thankful for my time spent at Sisorgdool and in Port St Johns and wish everyone there all the success
YR KIFLIWAyYySaa dGKFd GKS&@ RSaSNWS yR L NBFffe K2LIS i

¢tKFyla ¢SySAftftSs SQff YAaa @2dzHHH

THANK YOU!!I

Every month we receive support from folks around the world,
without whichweg 2 dzft R 0SS dzy 6t S G2 LJ @&
2NJ 0 KS &SI Geubrbcbr dodatiohslalNd\bBughb desks for
the school and allowed Sindile and Lumka to attend the 20009
Waldorf conferencet KA &4 Y2y GKXZ 6SQR fA1S

RAY3AQ

e The Machester Fundraising Team who do regular

_ Manchester Fundraing Team
carboot/garage sale fundraising events and send about £100 a carboot/ garage sale

month.

e {Gd al (iKSgaQkostary Mancheddf just rOade2a2dbnation of R6EE®H0/€580. They raised the
money by setting each form group/class to the task of tgkip donations as a group, put up posters and
distributed leaflets to take home.

e aNBR® ¢ Af 0 debek7@groupwiid sét thg rAcordor the most moneyraised atSt Matthewsfor ud

e Mrs.Murden, for organizing the collecticat St. Matthews

e {Ud al GKSgQa 3IA MNildspoAsN®Ehigrl) T

¢ Jen Wood anétefaniefor their cupcakefundraising campaign

e Sandra Pfnuer, Maria Monsen, Rochelle, Joni, Glen Ah Sin
child sponsorship

¢ Rochelle and Joni feponsoring a garden

e Paticia Brown for alonation

e Mary Lloyd for donation in memory of her late husband

Check out our WébSita)rw
,:‘- information on child sponsorship
G the easiest way o6 make a BIG

differenceto Sisonke Students,

.sisonkeschool.co.z‘j
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